
 
 
 
 
 
 
To:  USDOT Docket Facility 

Attn: Docket No. FMCSA-97-2176  
Room PL-401 
400 Seventh Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20590-0001 

 
From: Richard Tatarka Committee Chairman 

Professional Log Haulers Committee 
Montana Logging Association 
P.O. Box 1716 
Kalispell, Montana 59903 

 
Re: FMCSA Proposed New Training Requirements for Longer Combination Vehicles 
 
     As Chairman of the Montana Logging Association’s Professional Log Haulers Committee, I wish to go on record as being against the new training rules for operators of Longer Combination Vehicles.  Our points of contention are as follows: 

1. We operate in a very rural area where driver training for even the most basic of operations is limited and requires long-distance travel, this training would place a substantial commitment of time and financial burden upon a driver or a carrier requiring additional training. 
2. A Log Truck Driver shortage already exists in Montana.  Adding this rule would only compound the problem. 
3. Log Hauling in Montana is a highly specialized form of truck transportation.  Operators of Log Hauling Equipment, besides being proficient at operating safely on public roads and highways must also excel in operating a Log Hauling Vehicle in the off-highway environment where the logs they haul are located. 
4. As specialized as Log Hauling is, before a new driver is allowed full control of any Log Hauling Equipment, the trainee goes through an extensive orientation process that includes riding with a trainer in actual working conditions, and driving in the presence of a trainer until both are comfortable with the new driver’s ability to operate the Log Hauling Equipment safely. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 

 
Richard Tatarka, Chairman 
MLA Professional Log Haulers Committee  


